HHE question of ndﬂub!!lt}. of 1 dramatic censorship in |
New York has been recelving gome attention from f
the “thinfkers” of the community. Tt Lns been Mushed
npgn them by the fact that the von-expurgated Parlslin
fafes has atlust foreed a production on this sober, gulie-
legs community, Messea, Brady & Zlegteld, Jr. (the
“Junlor’* afflx seems distinctly ofit of place), In glving us
“UPhe Turtle' at the Manhattan Theatre, lave assumed
. that there was ltfle difference between the communities of New York aoid
Parfs, They hove nreived at the conelnglon—I don't know how—that we nre
nog nearly s good as we are supposed to he, and thelr muolllgatnwney farce
all pepper sl splce—has been boldly offered to our pyrring Lurllnes and
Duleineas: A censor wonld have interfered with tbls o mclusion,

A play llke *Tess of the D' Urbervilles” wonld nsver barvin 4 maiden of
blushing sixteen, beennse It troats the problems of Life seripusly and poets
feally, but in “The Turtle"” everything Is ribald und coarde, You minsy ¢lther
lugh dt It or be dlsgusted with k. There I8 no milddle edurse; and there
Isn'l & glel or woman who would dare to be geen loughing at It, but langh-
ter wounld suggest the fact that she condoved the boldness of the disroblng
ael, and the otusanl todellesty of the second act.

The drmallt_ cengor who, 'n London, sits on n mental piunacle, sud
- exudes morafity ot all bis pores for the benefit of perplexed and myople
muonsgers; 18 not A& very popular person on the other slde. Irate gentlemen,
of the Rernard Shaw calibre, have Insisted that such n censop 15 o distinet
obstacle In the woy of dramatle progress, and various playwrights own long
lists of prievances that they are willlng to ventllate wupon (he slghtest
provocation.

The censor doesn't enjoy himself very mtch. No man pnjoys the reputn-
tion of being on hupediment. Bup (he censor remalns, and thoughtin] Britons

bave glyen hipl thely Implielt con ddenis, Uccas!ormtiy. he sedma to nup, lor

even upon the London stage, the proprieties are occusfondlly shacked. But,
68 a rule, this particuliis gentlcman does conslderable good, and sithough lits
exletence looks, at fivst sight, ke an Inrriugemcm of individunl Nberty, bo 13
kept purticulusly ‘and perslstently busy. When It'ls borne @y mind that the
thentrical profession is one that cnters o very mixed crowds and that the
pecuuiary question 16, in phe eyes of wanogers, very nnturally ‘nomost impor-
tant one, it teally does sedm g though the approval or disapproval of & pets
gon, appolnted to =it up aloft, 1lke the little cherub, and dlspense proprie-
tles, might be absolutely fogesnry,

New York hns no censor. Neéw York, keen In the bellef that absolute
lberty 1s the wisest course, relles exelusively upon the press, But it has
comié to pnss fu thls e unity that g sorlons erlticlsm ls looked upon ag
A gogd “mdvertisement” by the wily managers, and if the eritle, genuinely
honest eays, “‘Don’t go and see that ghow, for It Is wicked the niaunger
displnys bls andvice ln [arge type, and the men, convinced that rorbididen [ruit
la the gwoeetest, flook.

Cureful Frolimnus nuve employed thelr own censors—sedite gentienion
loosliye the Pavisldgism of French furces, and we have hnd them shiom of
'nunla ol thelr ndecdey, An astite Daly hag tnvarlably placéd 0 wedding rlng

i | | Zlegleld, Jr. (what wili ne be whien be's o senlor® hnve done nothing at oll
r
opriely Insists npon keepling Iy dirkness.

i

questions of shieer businesslie pridines whloh go a long t\a: ‘towal 0l

bey bave appealed boldly, eandidly tp “Hidden dopths ™ thnt Anglo-Saxon
sl s T osuld lhst Toesdny, I
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don't belleve thit Americing hove beesn gducented down to that sort of Lhing.
There 1s uet very moelh bz 1o waxlng ndignunt, or (o induigins i lo
Jr,, 'hibve forggrren the makes

vective, Pechaps Messts, Brady and Zlegleld,
up of g New York audiente. 1 don't see ssly they should Mave done so, but
mianagers—in theld cfforid to secuve “money-mnkers™ dud “gonsutions’—nvk
sometimes n trifle forgettul. I London lthe cenvopr applles stiveups (o
such Jaded memorles. A New York audlence ds n collection of ormtle
men pud women—partieularly women—who are ont to see nnd to be seen.
Of conrse, you ouderstond that when they buy their tickets they do so in
order: Lo see, but you mny not realize the faer that they are egually anxions
to be seen.  And they are. Women invest tn theatre tollettes, and Solomon
i all his glory was never motre gorgeous than the feminloe leatre-gaer of
New York, At the Ediplee, st Duly's, at the Lyeeam, the dostumies worn ln
the padlence elvial the luxutious eonfeetions of London and Pirls. Women
In! New York go to the theatre to Baunt thelr Gie feathersin the faoced of
thelr neighbors. Half the fun Of thenrregolng In Uds communtly lavks
In the faet thut you know yohiare belne seen.

Look at the private boxes! Pime wis when these boxes were [n-t!tut'ons
enrefully curtslied off, where yon could 2o inecgnito, with the world none
the wiser, The more econsplenous these boxes are to-duy the bettir nre
they lked. The private boxss in New York to-day are decollete  affairs,
wiurranted to display even: the “hang' of a womsn's skirt. She sits in her
cholr, consclogs of the faci that 2bhe occupies a dominant position. Hhy
weilrd her finest clothes, and It 15 safe to say that every boxholder dn 2

New York phontre sots a5 snuel sttentlun s qoes the BLALE.

Tha rongaquence 18 ﬂ'.'nt New York women sre very purtieniar where thiny
go. If Hru s fepgaent o plece that 15 a eandin appedl to prurlency, Hie *“Fhe
‘fartle,” tlm;r are, moll nwave that their Dpresence thove will be eosntsntel
on.  Others will see  them—passitly muscol'ne folends of thelr husbienils
7 wuthers—ang the seeds of embareassaont will be sown, [ 411 tot ol
tng of the nworal nelinntlons of 4o anilience, but merely supgeathiy those
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ing illia sovlery togethes, Hyvan mnuagufs ight, In thue, be Cinelined 3 39

thank the conkor,

A wniigh whosies to & perfarmance dko “The Tirtle slis thromgh 1t
: 4 , noy cxa iy what ta 4o with
e o] lsugh, don’t.

Indeceney,"”
In the shnde and very proper,
me to the Manhnttan last alght, and I imagine that It was a most Improper
shnw.

™= Then, Hgodn, yoang glds b Pasrls
pud mommer and poppen &rooqumte sgual to the task of exerelsing tlivir

au unugmsﬁu.nhﬁ mme& ton, and, eémgqronlg see

\ Alan Dale Points Out That Itll:le Enﬂ’ﬂﬂsh Law Reguilaﬁ:mg Play,s Would Prevent the Vici@_
. Spectacle Which Is Disgusting New York at the Manhattan Theatre. | |

| on the fAingers of the [lelt npap‘.[e It his baported wirth-producers, atd other youd), fn) next day she muy meet hor chancest acqualntance, whoa wil] sar:
h nonpgers Nave taken eare to Ve s ineutdl bathing siits when [tywas qoqiiess 0 gpw pon st nlght dp the Munhattan.. You seeméd to be enjoying yolir-
fille don of wading (hrough thehlllows of French hopropriety. Bot Messss, Brady & gelll For my part | din't spe how you ¢onld pesslbly have laughed at such

Or she muy meet lber pet aversion, Miss Sulp, who g fifty
And Miss Snlp will say: “My brother taok

Orf conrse 1 myself dido’t onderstand 1t bt beother did, and took
me away. | wantwl to stey because I saw yon there, and you gewmed to
ke THI™ Whieh 1z very comfortable!

Tlhen, genln, the worian who tells her friends that she didn't spe anything
n “The Murtle” writes Herself down s o fool, or taeltly. admits that she
il eountenanes thit kKind of thing; otherwlsd why Alid sle stay theoagh
lie performance? Few people whe have pald out thelr good money fur

an evenlnz's entertalnument care-to get up and ledve the hduse, Onee thers,

- stoy there, Moreover, thelr enomies wil] always hold the newspapers

oxer thelr heads: l\lnc out Of fed rtheatnegobrs temd critleisms Lefore go-
Ing to a play. on tlip prindin’: auat It lsn't & good thing to boy a plg ina
poke. You eas gay all ron ke a ot critlelsm (whilch 18 open o attark
ke otler gooll things In this wor ') hui the New York womiin hns her own
et erlile, stlckS to bim, snd nbiles by his judement. She knows him, and
she copld probiably tell exaety wiat he wounld say at a glven performanee,
Wonten In New York ean't Wiford to 2o nnd see lighly splood plays, fleres
and, whersae e el wonlde can be seon with dmprnity Innghive at
it comsmenting tpon nay style of low-ent farce, 1t Is very differcnt here.
e plways chaperoted when they go out,

diseretion. In New York girls sre noi chaperonod. There s o marvellous
lack wf pageptal cndement dne to the zometimes but pot nlwaxs or-
toneons fnef that the: New York maiden can toke eare of hepself, The
Noung erson fs n grent institution iu New York, Sle goes everywherd, utid
jt1s she who declilos whether o play l3 it for her motlier to sce, And this
makes the grestion of plays Nt “The Turtle’ ¢ven more nrhuz-, il the
cenpor 3o Wileond up, aud ey, “Glve me a job,"

in‘pneof the audlences Ikt woek, fhe mon were groatly in ‘exeess of the
WO, u,ml there were—most unfortunntely—more than twilce as miny vu-
wsnreled  as wmarveled whmen,
bBetween thirty-five dnd 8y were In the majority, l‘llhwﬂ. tuere was A
constilersbie snumber of mnsculise theitreigoers ander thivty-five.

Aten ndnd not be cardfol
AEOT CHres th eater toa mile
s misked I bushanis and brothers ave nunble to take thelr wives-and sls-
Aers to the plashouse.  Manager knew that. Chesuccesstul stavs awe those
that appeal fo tie women, Jike v Mo Sothern and Julin Arthur. (The sue-
oesaful phays are thuse to which the mailoee girls fock, ke * &ne Little
AMnlster” #od the entertainments nt Daly's, It i& no nee m«m; that .o
an's money Is us good ps wonsn's woney. It mny be while 1t lasts,
bt It dopsn’t lnst litig, Morsover, entestaluments lobelled “Foy men only'
mtau: were Iﬂ-

A mun c4n be seén anywhere, But whiat man-

s tuke evoryibing rifher serlovusly—thongh not as serlonsly as In Englaoy, To0Lze the mecesslty of keeplng the Manbattan in abspl

Awong Uie men, those (i the autnmul yeues

domtnnity 7 Half the object of thertre-golng

BRITISH CENSORSHIP LAW.

An et for regulniing theatres, 22d Angust, 1843,
NIZ copy of every new stage play, and of ﬂ?gry';qej'- 3

act, scene or other part addeq to any old stage play,

anid of every new proligue or epilogue intended to

be produced and acted for hire at any _theatre Ln Great

Britain, shall be sent to the Lord Uhamher]sm of Her
Mujesty’s household for the time belng, seven days at Jeast

before the first sct or presenting théreof, and during the -
said seven days no person shall for hire act or presant,
the same or cause the same to be acted or praserntsd. e

It shall be lawful for the Lord Chamberlain, for the
time being, whenever he shall be of opinjon that it is fitting
for the preservation of good manners, deccrum or of the
public peace 1o du sn. tfo forbld the acting or presenting W.
stage play.

Every person whio for hire shall et or premt or m. -
to be acted or presented any new stags play until the same
ghall have been allowed by him, 2nd also every person
who for hire shall act any such play contrury to quph
prohibition as aforssald shall for every such offense for-
felt such sum. as shall be awarded by the court in which
or the justlees by whom heé shall be convicted, not exceed-
Ing’ the sum of fifty pounds; and eveéry lcense (In oaga
there be any such) by or undsr which the theatre was
opened In which such an offence shall have lLisen dom-

mitted shall become absolutely vold.
m*ﬂﬂ““‘ B e e e S o o

WHICH DEMAND A DRAMATIC CENSOR.

e

possihle. They ralge up barrlers between the mian and his howm
riers that all the King's horsescannot demolish,

Allss. Sadle Martinot doesn’t undress for the snke of dlsplayl
gerle to the eovious oyes of slsters. She may.enll her dlsrob
but poetry—even of the Swinborninn ealivre—is populae with §
ean ses n finer display in Fourteenth of Twenty-thisd Iﬂ'
Aleplay on the Immoblls form of o dummy Is far mord g
tinut’s expldlt appeals golely to the mascullne (heatre-goers, |
1 have mentloned above nobody need be sarprised to find
mnrrled women was smallér than that of unmuarried’ wnmﬁ
woing who takes her bushand to the theatre to see an.
deshabllle is & fool for der palus, and she probabily mml

The exeess of pumirried women in this particainr audl '
to the fact that tHo girls bave acee pted-the invitations-of \yonog
an eveningat the theatre. Possibly—and we musg hape Tor:
young wen hardly: realized what they were going to see. I
must be embarrissing for o young fellow with o spark d!t
constitntion to slt through a plece llke “The 'l'.‘llrt.le"
shle. The Ameriean Iden of allowlng young men o
on- equal ternis 18 undoublédly n very goofl one Thm-i :
50 sensible or zo sAfe 4s the Americdn glrl ‘Bat when you
play Hke “The Tartie’ Fou wonder if the Institutisn I
Ag n matter of faet it Ian’t, because there are very few
tle.”  But,lf Amerienn soclety were Parlslanized, nnd
vogue—which they wont do yet awblle—then Ihyllis :
the theatrs with ‘and popper, and Strephon wounld
upan the unsatlsfictory comradestilp of people of his own
popularity of thestre-golng In Americn lles I the fagt
charming pasthne for the boy and the girl. No harm
the uoehaperoned mualdets Intrusted for a few hours
the boy of her lking She will probably abstain from
cever—unless ‘she wenrs a thiek vell, aud Messrs. Brady

You see, it 15 really a pity to write sancy things ahont
1t ls its own undoing, but it gives the community 8 mornl
sor wauld guard against thix sort of smotion, In g buo
coldest and elnmisst way [ ean think of—"The
nre not dd miny wmen In this cotimonity 48 th
there were It Is better for et to g0 where won
wife who plans the evenlng's entevtalnment; it Is b
hox office 1o book sents. 1t 18 the. wonen who have
thelr pet playwrighta It Is the women whe ot carly g
theutre eveniogs. Men are as oifiy In the hands. ﬁlt!ht!.r

The “bald head’ nodlenes sounds welll but it s nn
tiest aufllence, ond the most lucrative audience, is
soine tollettes of feminlue thuh{-ro-m pitumm
here are not prudes by sny weans  They can Ktwid-
are sonsible enough to kihow that the Young Pessan
to elnim eversthing, or to nnduly Influence phm
anmby-pamby foud.

But “T'he Turtle” is o play th;t few women L
tenance—however “strong-mindél” or “lni!emd
De left for the drummers and town-doers whe Bt
who clamor far strogly-sensaned tooil. Mm

of women. A mmtwon;amta it that man
supply “cxclusive™ entertalnments for tnshands and
nre the thin end of the wedze that opens. ﬂnwmt
maemmunndon. mim&lb-mu il

1




